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How can libraries support
humanities scholars
in making sense of
large digitized collections
of cultural material?
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Humanities Scholars’ Challenges:

« Not lack of interest
- Lack of quantitative training

- Lack of “laboratory” model & teamwork

Library Opportunities:

- Collaboration between Subject Librarians, Data Librarians, &
Scholars

- Library as neutral ground for STEM & Humanists









How can libraries support

in making sense of
large digitized collections
of cultural material?

Some answers...

- Big opportunity for libraries in this area

« Possibilities & limits of collaboration

- Keep up on disciplinary debates & literature
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Making Sense

= Looking for something you think is there

= Letting the data organize itself









Looking for something you think is there:

“women” vs. “girls” vs. “ladies”

Redding Harrison

women [all texts]

ladies [all texts]

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000
Year




Looking for something you think is there:
“skirt” vs. “pants” vs. “frock”

Redding Harrison
skirt [all texts]

frock [all texts]

LNONA

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000
Year







Letting the data organize itself:
“Topic1”



Letting the data organize itself:
“Topic 1” (Art & Museums)



Letting the data organize itself:
“Topic 14~



Letting the data organize itself:
“Topic 14” (Women’s Health)

Vogue 1892-2013 : Health

Redding Harrison Chase Daves Vreeland Mirabella Wintour
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Peak Women’s Health (1970s-80s)

99% “Q & A: The Pill” 1 Dec. 1987: 361

98% Jane Ogle. “Facts on Fat: Obesity—a Heavy Health-risk
Factor” 1 Aug. 1979: 249

96% Melva Weber. “Inner Info: Contraception” 1 Aug. 1978: 210

95% Charles Kuntzleman. “What Is the Best Way That You Can
Shape Up for Active Sports?” 1 Aug. 1979: 82

95% Jane Ogle. “Why Crash Diets Don't Work” 1 Aug. 1979: 248

91% Melva Weber. “Latest in the IUD Dust-Up...” 1 Mar. 1975: 88

89% Ellen Switzer. “Your Blood Pressure” 1 May. 1973: 152



Proto Women’s Health (1910s, 1930s, etc)

66% “Correct Breathing as a Figure Builder” 13 May. 1909: 894
50% “How to Reduce Weight Judiciously” 15 Jun. 1910: 10

44% “Health Laws for Rheumatics” 15 Mar. 1911: 100

43% “Mechanical Massage” 18 Jul. 1907: 84

20% “Teaching Poise to Children” 11 Sep. 1909: 342

26% “Tuberculosis: A Preventable & Curable Disease” 12 Aug. 1909: 18
26% “Good Form for These Ruthless New Dresses” 15 Apr. 1931: 93



How can libraries support
humanities scholars
in of
large digitized collections
of cultural material?

Some Answers...

- Be open to new methods from outside the Humanities

- Balance subject expertise with algorithmic discovery






Third Part:

How can libraries support
humanities scholars
in making sense of



Digital Cultural Material

« HathiTrust
« JSTOR

e Internet Archive



Digital Cultural Material

« HathiTrust Research Center
- JSTOR Data for Research Program
e Internet Archive Bulk Download Tool



Large digitized collections of cultural material



Vendor-digitized cultural material

Challenges
- Copyright restrictions
« License restrictions

« Lack of awareness

Opportunities
- Pre-digitized
« Often item-level descriptions

- Sometimes local copies present due to perpetual access licenses



CNI 2012:



Two aspects of data mining

= Analysis
= As TDM simply employs computers to “read” material and extract facts one

already has the right as a human to read and extract facts from, it is difficult to

see how the technical copying by a computer can be used to justify copyright
and database laws regulating this activity. (IFLA 2013)

= Presentation






Two aspects of data mining

= Analysis

As TDM simply employs computers to “read” material and extract facts one
already has the right as a human to read and extract facts from, it is difficult to
see how the technical copying by a computer can be used to justify copyright
and database laws regulating this activity. (IFLA 2013)

Presentation

Researchers must be able to share the results of text and data mining, as long
as these results are not substitutable for the original copyright work. (IFLA
2013)



How can libraries support
humanities scholars
in making sense of

Some Answers...

- Amazing humanities data may be hiding in your basement
- Separate analysis from display
- Advocate for full access for analysis

- Partner with vendor for display



Opportunities for Libraries (and Librarians)
in Humanities Data Mining

- Extend scholarly support further into the research lifecycle

« Ensure better use of licensed electronic resources



Special Thanks:

Daniel Dollar Director of Collection Development
Michael Dula Chief Technology Officer
Joan Emmet Licensing & Copyright Librarian
Lindsay King Public Services Librarian, Haas Arts Library
Julie Linden Assistant Director of Collection Development

Alan Solomon Head, Humanities Collections and Research Education



