Using newspaper reports to glean insight
Into current affairs.
A Case study : The Singapore Parliamentary
and Presidential Elections.
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Elections in 2011

* Parliamentary Elections : 7 May 2011
* Presidential Elections : 27 August 2011




Singapore’s politics

e 10 Parliamentary Elections between 1968 —
2006

* People’s Action Party (PAP) won all seats in
1968, 1972, 1976, 1980.

* Opposition won 2 seatsin 1984; 1in 1988; 4
in 1991; 2in 1997; 2 in 2001; and 2 in 2006.

e 2011 : PAP lost 6 seats and garnered only
60.14% (lowest ever) of total votes casted.



Presidential Elections

1993 : Ong Teng Cheong elected
e 1999 & 2005 : S R Nathan (uncontested)

e 2011 candidates:

— Tan Cheng Bock, Tan Jee Say, Tan Kheng Yam &
Tan Kin Lian




C________________________________________________________________________________
* Singaporeans politically apathetic?

* Only concern about economic well-being and
material wealth?

e “stifling environment”

* traditional media bias towards ruling party

* |Internet (political sites) & new media



Month

Jan 2011
Feb 2011
Mar 2011
Apr 2011
May 2011
Jun 2011
Jul 2011
Aug 2011
Sep 2011
Oct 2011
Nov 2011
Dec 2011
Total

35285
36412
49841
42936
66527
47421
48929
51222
49802
48486
46601
43821
567283

65453
64109
90780
76677
116862
85069
90345
94665
93781
94649
105525
107918
1085833

NewspaperSG usage stats in 2011

Unique visitors  Number of visits -

395319
376205
473786
412861
611861
522151
517565
523321
509233
506465
495306
490345
5836418




Most viewed articles in May 2011
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@ Top Catholic Junior College
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Hwa Chong
students keep
spirits — and
scores — high

Overall results up on last year’s;
Excellent showing by other colleges, too

ITS former school baildk might be
defective but the spirit of Hwa Chong
Junior College remains high: Tts st
dents emerged tops in the A level re
sults this year

Mout other jusior colleges also bet
tered thelr previous year's results -
and jubilation was all around yesterday
as students smiled and cheered with
some hugging or kissing their teachers
and priecipals
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students got at least four A level dis

two O, including a pass in General
Paper, has gone up — from §5 per cemt
last year to ¥.58 per cent

Sald Hwa Chong's principal, Mr Ber
nard Fong: “T am pleased that despite
the crists and the inconveniences, the
students have dooe well.™

Top students interviewed sald per
haps the best thi that could have
happened to Hwa C was the crisis
in May last year

Had o
.“m




Most viewed articles in August 2011
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Top keyword searches in May 2011

 chen show mao — member of Workers’ Party

e chan chun sing — member of PAP, now a minister

* |low thia kiang — leader of Workers’ Party

e chiam see tong — leader of Singapore Democratic Party
e election

* pap —the ruling party in Singapore

e workers party — one of the opposition parties in
Singapore

e tin pei ling — member of PAP



Top keyword searches in Aug 2011

* Names of presidential candidates with
different keyword combinations

* S’poreans interested to know career &
political history of candidates, their stand on
certain issues, their relationships with other
political personalities
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Links from external sites to

NewspaperSG in May 2011

. Number of access to
External links .
NewspaperSG articles
http://www.temasekreview.com/2011/ 243
05/30/tan-cheng-bock-spore-is-...
http://eresources.nlb.gov.sqg/index.as 229
pX (NLB's site)
http://www.temasekreview.com/2011/ 201
05/17/workers-party-will-pose-...
http://theonlinecitizen.com/2011/05/pi
. 185
cking-up-where-ong-teng-ch...
http://infopedia.nl.sg/articles/SIP 45 174
2005-01-06.html (NLB's site)
http://www.mrbrown.com/blog/2011/0 169
5/our-acting-mcys-minister-ask...
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Links from external sites to
NewspaperSG in Aug 2011

External links

http://www.facebook.com/l.php

http://www.temasekreview.com/2011/08/04/old-newspaper-articles-
d...

http://furrybrowndog.wordpress.com/2011/08/03/old-newspaper-
arti...

http://www.temasekreview.com/2011/08/03/more-questions-for-dr-

pa...
http://forums.hardwarezone.com.sg/showthread.php

http://libquides.nl.sg/content.php

http://www.nl.sg/NLWEB.portal

http://theonlinecitizen.com/2011/08/old-newspaper-articles-disap...
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What does it mean for NL?

e Singaporeans increasingly relying on digital platform
to find information

* NLB must keep up with the trend of information
consumption by its target audience in terms of its
newspaper service in order to remain relevant

* must remain neutral and make information freely

available so as to remain a credible and trustworthy
Institution
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