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                 The Comellus Project 

 

• 2011 – 2014 

• Improving the accessibility of newspapers by 

electronic deposition  

• The pilot renews the newspaper handling process 

towards a fully digitalised mode: from digital 

deposition to reception and handling 

• Two regional newspaper publishers 

involved 

• Computer Output Microfilm -printing 



The Historical Newspaper Library  

• http://digi.nationallibrary.fi 

• Available for all the users, free of charge 

• Volume of the newspapers about two million pages, 1771 - 1910 

• The Library has had legal deposit since 1707 

• The National Library partner in the Europeana Newspapers Project  



The Development towards the Digital 

Newspaper Handling Process 1 

 

• Now: 

• Microfilming of all the Finnish newspapers, delivery to          

libraries both in Finland and abroad 

 

 

  

 

 



The Development towards the Digital 

Newspaper Handling Process 2 

 
• Soon:  

• Accelerating the handling of newspapers considerably  

• Enabling even more high-quality long-term preservation both on 

microfilm and in a digital format 

• A new digital newspaper process including the technical 

production environment, software and servers 



The Digital Deposit System 

 

• The newspaper publishers  

– The module for the automatic digital deposit of 

newspapers  

The newspaper publishers deliver  

• the print-PDF files and  

• the associated metadata daily to the                National 

Library, including the                           editorial 

metadata 

 



Reception 

 • The National Library of Finland 

 

The electronic reception (quality) control system was built in-house 

• The features could be implemented fully based on the process 

workflow 

• Agile methodology, gaining from the experiences, comments and 

feedback of the permanent staff 

 

 

 



Computer Output 

Microfilm (COM) 

 

• The long-term preservation 

• The microfilms produced 

estimated to last at least 500 

years 

• The microfilming of printed 

newspapers replaced by the 

COM conversion in the process 

• The optimisation of quality and 

workflow 

 

 



The interface 

 
• In the future the newspaper history can be discovered via the 

same interface: digi.nationallibrary.fi  

• Eventually the old digitised newspapers and the digitally 

deposited newspapers form a digital entity without comparison 



Agreements needed 

KOPIOSTO – 
COPYRIGHT  

FINNISH 
NEWSPAPER  
ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL & 
REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPERS 

COMELLUS 
PARTNERS 

The Act on Collecting and Preserving Cultural Material  



The Finances of the Comellus Project 

 

• The European Commission and its European Social 

Funds (ESF – Leverage from the EU) 

• The South Savo Centre for Economic 

Development,Transport and the Environment 

• The City of Mikkeli 

• The National Library of Finland  

• Two newspaper publishers of the              

newspapers Länsi-Savo and                                          

Etelä-Suomen Sanomat 

• budget > 650 000 euros (3,5 years) 

 

€ 
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