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Activities to be presented 

• Digitisation of historic newspapers 

• Harvesting newspapers from the web 

• Voluntary deposit of newspaper pre-print files 

deposited by newspaper publishers 
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Workflow for current newspapers –  

why do we need pre-print files? 

• Legal Deposit Act doesn’t apply to the electronic 

pre-print files in Estonia 

• Because of reduced budget, microfilming the 

current newspaper volumes stopped during the 

time of economic slowdown 

• Content published on the web and teh content 

on paper are two totally different things 
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Negotations with newspaper publishers 

voluntary deposit of pre-print files 

• As a starting point, the biggest daily 

newspaper Postimees was contacted in 
the end of 2007 

• Positive feedback - all pre-print files, up to 
the beginning of 2006 were retrospectively 
sent to the NLE’s FTP server 

• volumes gathered retrospectively need 
extra manual work (file management, 
additional efforts for sorting) 
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Painful process of sorting the data gathered 

from publishers 

• limited IT support for a period of time 

• deposit of pre-print files took place absolutely 

irregularly – no expected time or structure for 

automated script-based archiving 

• example of the leading newspapers’ behaviour, 

crash of one’s publishers server (leading to the 

loss of data) and coming Legal Deposit Draft Act  

-  starting point for negotiations 
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Appetite grows by eating 

We wanted: 

• more titles 

• content to be deposited not some time, not after 

some reminders, but early in the morning  

• change the inhouse workflow - compile the 

Database of Estonian Articles 

(http://ise.elnet.ee) from pre-print files and not 

from extra paper originals, we had to buy 
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2012 – negotiations with Estonian 

Newspaper Association (EALL) 

• EALL – a non-profit organisation working in the 

common interests of newspapers. 

• Unites 40 newspapers published in Estonia 

• Daily circulation ~ 510,500 copies 

• EALL’s interest  - run a business model and 

involve private media monitoring companies and 

NLE into the same value chain 
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The aim of NLE: 

• Archiving newspapers in its digital archive 

DIGAR (http://digar.nlib.ee) 

• Flexible user access 

• Arrange inhouse workflow of cataloguing the 

articles to the Articles Database from pre-prints 

• Save money from microfilming and from further 

digitisation – using digital pre-print instead of 

them 
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The aim of EALL: 

• archive all it’s newspapers in one safe place 

• have right to get the original deposited pre-print 

files back any time the publishers need 

• use NLE’s server as intermediate station where 

licenced media monitoring companies can 

download pre-print files every morning  
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Newspaper publishers interest: 

• to have safe place for archiving their content 

• possibility to get original files back any time they 

need 

• reduce preservation costs and get more visibility 

to their trademarks 

• right to define the access restrictions in digital 

archive according to their business interests 
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Value Chain 
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National Library  

of Estonia 

publishers 

publishers 

commercial 

monitoring  

companies 

Pre-print files 

value added services to the library users and clients  

services 

Estonian Newspapers  

Association (EALL) 

licences 



Statistics 

• 41 publishers 

• 110 titles (makes ~99% of production in Estonia) 

• 342 titles of so called small scale newspapers 

are in the waiting list (newspapers of schools, 

churces, institutions, organisations, different 

societies and companies...) 
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Harvesting newspapers from web 

• activity based on Legal Deposit Act (2006) 

• selective method used 

• criterias fixed by the Web Archiving Experts 

Group (advisory body comprised of members 

from leading memory and research institutions) 

• access to archived websites is open unless right 

holders impose a restriction 

• complete harvest of the estonian web – 2014 

• online newspapers will be harvested according 

the frequency of publishing 
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Digitisation of historic newspapers 

• microfilming 1993-1998 

• digitisation from microfilm starting 2003 (the only 
complete collection in Estonia) 

• selection based on demands of long-term 
preservation (priority to itemswhich are 
physically in bad condition) 

• advantage  - out of copyright material 

• agreements with publishers 

• access via image database http://dea.nlib.ee 
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• 380 titles 

• 1,3 digitised pages 

• 300 single visits  

per day 

 

 



Europeana Newspapers project 

• OCR and OLR (article segmentation) for 

scanned images – 600 000 images. 

• Will be ingested to Europeana and NLE’s 

coming newspapers portal 

• hopes on crowdsourcing to compensate the 

poor quality, gained from microfilm scanned 

images 
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Until 2014 

• http://dea.nlib.ee 

• http://digar.nlib.ee/digar/lihtotsing?m=s&l=

ajaleht&q=ajalehed 

www.nlib.ee 

15.08.2013 IFLA Newspapers Pre-Conference Newspapers/GENLOC Satellite Meeting  

http://dea.nlib.ee/
http://digar.nlib.ee/digar/lihtotsing?m=s&l=ajaleht&q=ajalehed
http://digar.nlib.ee/digar/lihtotsing?m=s&l=ajaleht&q=ajalehed
http://digar.nlib.ee/digar/lihtotsing?m=s&l=ajaleht&q=ajalehed


despite being “old news”, newspapers continue to 

be at the forefront of digital library development 

...  

and sometimes driving them 
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THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

Krista Kiisa 

Krista.Kiisa@nlib.ee 
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