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ASIA OCEANIA



AUSTRALIA
ÅThe Australian Library and Information Association(ALIA) has attended 

several meetings with its Federal Government Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (DFAT). At the first meeting, in May 2015, ALIA explained 
the potential of libraries to assist in delivering the draft agenda. Since 
then, the discussions have broadened to three roles:  Libraries supporting 
the freedom of access to information outcomes, libraries providing 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΣ 
and libraries helping to communicate the 2030 agenda to the general 
population.

ÅTowards the end of 2016, ALIA arranged for DFAT executives to attend a 
meeting of peak bodies representing galleries, libraries, archives, 
museums, historical societies, and other collecting institutions, to explore 
the opportunity for a broader Galleries, Libraries, Archives, Museums 
(GLAM) approach to the Sustainable Development Goals.

ÅAt the same time, the ALIA Board has reviewed its own Constitution and 
there will be an opportunity for Members to vote for a new Object of the 
Association related to the Sustainable Development Goals at its AGM in 
May. 

ÅAustralia has signed an agreement to join the IFLA IAP Programme in 
January 2017.
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BHUTAN

ÅParticipants met with the Director General, Librarians, Officers and Staff 
of the National Library & Archives of Bhutanon 22 November 2016 and 
updated them with what they learned at the IAP Workshop.

https://www.alia.org.au/
http://www.library.gov.bt/index.html


CAMBODIA
ÅAfter the workshop, participants started working with Scholar Library

team to translate IFLA booklet and handout into Khmer language. 
ÅParticipants met with Cambodian Library AssociationPresident on 28 

December 2016 to report about the workshop and discuss about 
ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {5DǎΦ

ÅTo run upcoming events and a campaign on Libraries and the UN 2030 
Agenda, participants are working on conforming a team in Cambodian 
Library Association called Young Librarian Committee. The team aims to 
work closely with young librarians and further implement activities to 
promote the topic among other librarians and the general public. 

ÅThe Young Library Committee of Cambodian Library Association in 
cooperation with CamEdBusiness School, Scholar Library and 
PannasastraUniversity of CambodiaLibrary organized a workshop 
ά[ƛōǊŀǊȅ wƻƭŜ ƛƴ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Dƻŀƭǎ ό{5Dǎύέ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
14th, 2017 at CamEdBusiness School, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The 
workshop involved 49 participants representing 33 organizations (31 
libraries) from various libraries in Cambodia. After the event, two local 
media outlets featured the workshop and mentioned the important role 
of libraries in sustainable development: Phnom Penh Post(newspaper) 
and Tosread(Online news).

ÅParticipants are planning to engage young librarians to work on 
awareness-raising activities. They will work with United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), and cooperate with librarians on a 
ά/ŀƳōƻŘƛŀ .ƭƻƎƎŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ά[ƛōǊŀǊȅ wƻƭŜ ƛƴ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ DƻŀƭǎέΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
libraries to run activities, and to start addressing the library data 
collection and capacity building of young librarians soon.
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https://www.facebook.com/ScholarKH/
http://www.cambodianlibrary.org/en/index.php
http://www.cam-ed.com/
http://www.puc.edu.kh/
http://www.postkhmer.com/lift-%E1%9E%99%E1%9E%BB%E1%9E%9C%E1%9E%9C%E1%9F%90%E1%9E%99/%E1%9E%94%E1%9E%8E%E1%9F%92%E1%9E%8E%E1%9E%B6%E1%9E%9A%E1%9E%80%E1%9F%92%E1%9E%9F%E1%9F%96-%E1%9E%94%E1%9E%8E%E1%9F%92%E1%9E%8E%E1%9E%B6%E1%9E%9B%E1%9F%90%E1%9E%99%E1%9E%8A%E1%9E%BE%E1%9E%9A%E1%9E%8F%E1%9E%BD%E1%9E%93%E1%9E%B6%E1%9E%91%E1%9E%B8%E1%9E%9F%E1%9F%86%E1%9E%81%E1%9E%B6%E1%9E%93%E1%9F%8B-%E1%9E%80%E1%9F%92%E1%9E%93%E1%9E%BB%E1%9E%84%E1%9E%80%E1%9E%B6%E1%9E%9A%E1%9E%87%E1%9E%BD%E1%9E%99%E1%9E%A2%E1%9E%97%E1%9E%B7%E1%9E%9C%E1%9E%8C%E1%9F%92%E1%9E%8D%E1%9E%93%E1%9F%8D%E1%9E%94%E1%9F%92%E1%9E%9A%E1%9E%91%E1%9F%81%E1%9E%9F
http://www.tosread.com/goverment-and-people-still-overlook-about-the-importance-of-libraries/


CHINA
ÅTheparticipant reported on the IAP workshop to the Secretary General 

and the President of the Library Society of China. 
ÅBy mid-November, the secretariat of the Library Society of China shared 
ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ άTransforming our 
worldέ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΦ 

ÅTheparticipantmet with policy makers and prepared for advocacy of 
the Law of Public Culture Service Protection, invited by the Department 
of Public Culture within the Ministry of Culture of China. The
participantattended a working meeting for advocacy of the Law of 
Public Culture Service Protection on 18 November 2016 in Beijing. 
About 20 leading officials of the Ministry of Culture and national well-
known professors worked together on the plan for advocacy of the Law 
of Public Culture Service Protection in 2017. The participant reported 
the importance of the Law and the UN 2030 Agenda, as well as the IAP 
ŀƴŘ LC[!Ωǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ

ÅThe Law of Public Culture Service Protection was adopted by the 
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress of China on 27 
December 2016, being the first national law about public libraries in 
China. This law will ensure governments at all levels include the 
development of public library in their plans. The team is now working 
on an advocacy program to call on governments at all levels to take 
their responsibilities for promoting the development of public libraries 
in China.

ÅTheparticipantwas keynote speaker on the Law of Public Culture 
Service Protection and IFLA IAP in two occasions: On 8 December 2016 
in Guangzhou, where a dozen provincial and local officials and over 800 
library professionals attended a conference; and on December 23rd, 
2016 in Nanchang, where five provincial officials and over 300 library 
professionals attended a conference. 

INDONESIA
ÅParticipants translated the IFLA handout to Bahasa Indonesia and 

presented it in the Indonesian Library Association (ILA)meeting on 29 
November 2016.

ÅThey had a socialization session for all librarians at the National Library of 
Indonesiaon 12 January 2016 where they shared the handout with 160 
librarians, who are very empowered to advocate for libraries and their 
support to the SDGs.

LIBRARIES CONTRIBUTING TO THE UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY PROGRAMME

http://www.lsc.org.cn/cn/index.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://ipi.perpusnas.go.id/
http://e-resources.perpusnas.go.id/


LAO PDR
ÅParticipants reported back to the Vientiane Public Library staff and 

authorities about the workshop.
ÅThe 10th Year Anniversary Ceremony of the Vientiane Public Library 

took place in November 2016 and participants reported on the IAP 
workshop and the important role libraries play in development.

MYANMAR
ÅParticipants met with the Executive Committee of the Myanmar 

Library Association (MLA)on 4 November 2016 and reported about 
the IAP workshop. 

ÅParticipants worked in a translation to Myanmar language of the IFLA 
handout to be posted on Facebook, distributed to the library 
community and published in MLA's newsletter

ÅA train-the-trainer event was held on 5 December 2016 with 24 public 
librarians in Yangon attending. The MLA President talked about 
libraries and the SDGs in the opening remarks. 

ÅA second train-the-trainer meeting took place on 19 December 2016 
with 24 public librarians in upper Myanmar where the UN 2030 
Agenda was also discussed. 

ÅMoreover, an awareness-raising session was held on 15 December 
2016.

ÅParticipants provided a sharing session about Libraries and the SDGs 
on 14 January 2017 at the Myanmar Library Association's Annual 
Meeting.

ÅTheCongress of Southeast Asian Librarians (CONSAL) XVII Executive 
Board meeting will take place in the middle of March and participants 
will take the opportunity to discuss further about Libraries and the UN 
2030 Agenda, and plan next steps.

ÅThe Myanmar Library Association conducted two workshops on 
ά/ƻǳƴǘŜǊ IǳƳŀƴ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎέ ƛƴ 
December 2016, in collaboration with The Asia Foundation.  
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http://mlamyanmar.org/
http://asiafoundation.org/


NEPAL
ÅAn Executive Meeting of Nepal Library Association (NLA)took place on 

21 November 2016 where participants briefed about the IAP workshop 
and next steps. 

ÅParticipants had discussions with the chairs of TribhuvanUnivesity
Central Library (TUCL)and Nepal National Library (NNL) on 22 
November 2016 about the IAP and starting planning follow up actions.

ÅParticipants had a meeting with the NLA including the Advisory Council 
on 21 January 2017 and they finalized the plan to hold an awareness 
event about the SDGs. A task force to work on the programme was 
conformed. 

ÅAn awareness-raising event will take place on 25 February 2017 with 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ά!ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ {5Dǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ {ŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ bŜǇŀƭέΦ 
Participants will be key influential librarians who could reach out to 
policy makers and who can help improve advocacy in the library sector. 
The Secretary Ministry of Finance will be part of the event as a keynote 
speaker.

PAPUANEWGUINEA
ÅTheparticipantgave a presentation after the IAP workshop to the 

Senior members of the National Library and National Archives of Papua 
New Guinea, including the Director General on 10 November 2016. 

ÅThe National Library and National Archives of Papua New Guinea 
offered support to re-establish the National Library Association, a very 
important step to strengthen the library community in this country.

ÅTheparticipanthad meetings with the ICT Unit of the Department of 
Education and discussions with officers from the Department of the 
tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΩ 
contribution to the SDGs.
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http://nla.org.np/
http://www.tucl.org.np/


PHILIPPINES
ÅTheparticipantoffered a presentation at the Plenary of the Philippine 

Librarians Association, Inc (PLAI)Annual Congress on 22-25 November 
2016 in Davao City, about the UN SDGs and how libraries support the 
achievement of the UN 2030 Agenda. The Conference was attended by 
more than 800 librarians, information professionals, LIS students, members 
of the faculty of LIS schools, officials of the professional regulatory board 
and representatives from the National Commission for Culture and the Arts 
(NCCA).

ÅThe PLAI's 10 Point Agenda was also presented, which includes the 
promotion and involvement in the implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda 
by and among librarians and libraries in the Philippines. The UN 2030 
Agenda and the SDGs will be part of the topics for upcoming continuing 
professional development programs and advocacy of the different regional 
councils of PLAI.

ÅTheparticipantwill be Keynote presenting Libraries and the UN 2030 
Agenda in two upcoming events: 1) National Conference of Librarians 
organized by the National Library of the Philippinesand Davao City Library 
and Information Centeron 14-17 March 2017; 2) Advances in Libraries, 
Archives and Museum (ALAM) 2017 organized by the University of the 
Philippines Library Science Alumni Association (UPLSAA)on 21 April 2017 in 
General Santos City.

ÅA Strategic Planning meeting was held by the National Board of Trustees 
(NBOT) of the PLAI on 21-22 January 2017. Discussions included the PLAI 
Agenda Action 10 related to the SDGs.

SAMOA
ÅOne of the participants gave the opening lecture and introduction for the 

School of Library Assistant Training Course, a foundation certificate course 
for those who want to pursue Librarianship as a Career. 60 students were 
enrolled. As part of the awareness-raising activities, the lecture mentioned 
the role of libraries and librarians in enhancing information literacy and 
numeracy in order to contribute with the UN 2030SDGs.

SINGAPORE
ÅParticipants reported back to the Library Association of Singapore (LAS)

after the IAP workshop and discussed possible next steps.
ÅA discussion forum is planned to take place in March 2017 for local 

librarians in Singapore, as well as a sharing session in the National Library 
of Singapore.

ÅParticipants are working in awareness-raising materials about Libraries and 
the UN 2030 Agenda to be shared in the library association's bulletin, blog, 
Facebook, as well as the association's bi-monthly email communication to 
members. 

ÅThey are also identifying influential librarians in Singapore to conform a 
delegation and plan advocacy actions.

ÅParticipants are working in a translation of the IFLA handout to Malay and 
Tamil, two of the four official languages in Singapore.
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http://plai.org.ph/
http://ncca.gov.ph/
http://web.nlp.gov.ph/nlp/
http://library.davaocity.gov.ph/
https://www.facebook.com/UPLSAA/
http://www.las.org.sg/wp/
https://www.nlb.gov.sg/


VIETNAM
ÅParticipants have translated the IFLA handout into Vietnamese. This 

document was delivered to 300 participants at the National Meeting of 
the Vietnam Library Association (VLA)on 25 November 2016. Also, a 
presentation was offered by participants at the same meeting about the 
UN 2030 Agenda and the role of libraries.

ÅParticipants submitted a report and a proposal for next steps to the 
VLA, and after a face-to-face meeting, the VLA President agreed to 
include this topic in the VLA agenda. The VLA's Agenda for 2016-2021 
and resolution of the 3rd VLA General Assembly. The VLA and its 
members through library programs and services, and advocacy 
activities will work towards being key partners of government in 
achieving the SDGs. 

ÅParticipants offered a short presentation at the 3rd VLA General 
Assembly and the translated IFLA handout was delivered to all 
participants. 

ÅLC[!Ωǎ ƴŜǿǎ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ L!t ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Vietnamese library journal to be widely disseminated to the 
Vietnamese library community.  

ÅParticipants started to contact key policy-makers at the Ministry of 
Culture, Sports and Tourism (MoCST) and a meeting took place on 18 
January 2017 with the Vice Director of the International Relations 
Department. They discussed about the IAP as well as the next steps and 
the desire of the Vietnamese library sector to participate in and 
contribute to the SDG action plan within the MoCSTas well as to the 
national plan of Vietnam. The spirit of the VLA and National Library of 
Vietnam (NLV)was very appreciated, and participants were asked to 
send more materials about how libraries could actively participate in 
this work. 

ÅA translation of the booklet to Vietnamese was also prepared, and they 
organizing a meeting in February with the VLA and NLV leaders to plan 
awareness-raising sessions and identify influential librarians to conform 
a national delegation.
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http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/topics/libraries-development/documents/sdgs-insert-vi.pdf
http://www.vietnamlibrary.org/
http://vietnamtourism.gov.vn/english/index.php/tags/Ministry-of-Culture-Sports-and-Tourism
http://nlv.gov.vn/ef/
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