IFLA Cataloguing Section

Names of Persons

Introduction: 

According to the International Cataloguing Principles (ICP)
 the Form of Name for Persons as an authorized access point should be constructed following a standard: "When the name of a person consists of several words, the choice of first word for the authorized access point should follow conventions of the country and language most associated with that person, as found in manifestations or reference sources". Thus, this set of documents summarizes the conventions for each country, established by each national cataloguing agency, to help other cataloguing agencies creating authority data worldwide. 

Please access IFLA Names of Persons
 to submit updates from your country and to access more information.

Country name in English: Nigeria
Country name in official language(s): Nigeria
Language(s):
1.  English

2.  Yoruba

3.  Edo

4.  Igbo



5.  Ikwerre; Ogoni; Ijaw (Nembe), including Kalabari



6.  Eiki; Ibibio
7.  Hausa; Fulfulde

8.  Tiv

Last updated: April 1995
For name usage in English, see the entry under UNITED KINGDOM.

The official language of Nigeria is English and practice generally accords with that in the United Kingdom.

Although some 400 languages have been identified in Nigeria, only examples of the more widely-spoken, as above, are given in this entry.  This entry is arranged by geographical areas within Nigeria although the use of different languages is not clearly defined geographically, some spreading into adjacent countries where the official language is French.

Due to the influence of English many people have assumed a surname although this may or may not be a family name.  Names in local languages sometimes contain elements which are English, Christian or Islamic.  Forenames are sometimes the surnames of others, English surnames often appear as forenames, and the only way in which a surname can be determined is as the last element or elements in the name as it is normally written.

The method of entry for the names of local rulers varies as each ruler may be identified differently.  Most commonly, the ruler is entered under his name with the title added. The titles are in local languages but are commonly written with the English preposition of the title is best known in this form.

Designations include Chief or local equivalent, Sir, Mr, Mrs, Madam, and military styles such as Brigadier, but these are usually omitted from entries.  Similarly, Islamic designations such as Alhaji and Alhaja are omitted.

2.  Yoruba







Western Areas

NAME ELEMENTS
Elements normally forming part of a name
	Element
	Type
	Examples

	1.  Forename
	simple
	Adebesi

Michael

Oluremi

Timothy

	2.  Surname
	simple
	Adedeji

Aderibigbe

Omoleye

Taiwo

	
	compound
	Adebo-Lawal

Adio-Moses

Jaiyeola-Quadri

Makinwa-Adebusoye

	3.  Shortened name, often the forename
	
	Bimbo (for Abimbola)

Bisi (for Adebisi)

Remi (for Oluremi)


Additional elements to names
	Element
	Use
	Examples

	1.  Titles of natural rulers
	usually after a surname
	OYEKAN, Adeyinka, Oba 

     of Lagos

TEJUOSO, Oba Adedapo 

     Adewale, Karunwi III, 

     Osile Oke-Ana, Egba


ORDER OF ELEMENTS IN CATALOGUE HEADINGS
General rule
	Type of name
	Entry element
	Examples

	1.  Simple surname
	surname
	ADEDEJI, Remi

ADERIBIGBE, Timothy

OMOLEYE, Mike

TAIWO, Bisi

	2.  Compound surname
	first part of compound
	ADEBO-LAWAL, Sunmi

ADIO-MOSES, Afolabi 

     Adenekan

JAIYEOLA-QUADRI, S.O.

MAKINWA-

     ADEBUSOYE, P. K.

	3.  Natural rulers
	usually surname
	OYEKAN, Adeyinka, Oba 

     of Lagos

TEJUOSO, Oba Adedapo 

     Adewale, Karunwi III, 

     Osile Oke-Ana, Egba


3.  Edo and many others





Midwestern Areas

NAME ELEMENTS
Elements normally forming part of a name
	Element
	Type
	Examples

	1.  Forename
	simple
	Chris

Ohiorenuanu

Omokhodion

Peter

	2.  Surname
	simple
	Akhigbe

Enahoro

Umobarrie

	3.  Shortened name, often the forename
	
	Omoh (for Omoayena)


Additional elements to names
	Element
	Use
	Examples

	1.  Titles of natural rulers
	variable, may be known by title
	Erediauwu, Oma Noba 

     Nedo
Uku Akpolokpolo, Oba of 

     Benin


ORDER OF ELEMENTS IN CATALOGUE HEADINGS
General rule
	Type of name
	Entry element
	Examples

	1.  Simple surname
	surname
	AKHIGBE, G. 

     Ohiorenuanu

ENAHORO, Peter

UMOBUARIE, D. 

     Omokhodion

	2.  Compound surname
	first part of compound
	OSI-MOMOH, A.

	3.  Natural rulers
	variable, according to element by which best known
	EREDIAUWU, Oma Noba 

     Nedo

UKU AKPOLOKPOLO, 

     Oba of Benin


4.  Igbo







Eastern Areas

NAME ELEMENTS
Elements normally forming part of a name
	Element
	Type
	Examples

	1.  Forename
	simple
	Ernest

Martina

Nkem

	2.  Surname
	simple
	Emenanjo

Nwankobi

Nwankwo

	
	compound
	Ekaegbu-Ohadome

	3.  Shortened name, often the forename
	
	Ada (for Adaeze)

Ifeka (for Ifekandu)

Onyinye (for Onyinyechi)


Additional elements to names
	Element
	Use
	Examples

	1.  Titles of natural rulers
	after the surname
	Acholonu, Patrick, Igwe of 

     Orlu
Nwosu, Wilfred, Igbo III of 

     Amaigbo


ORDER OF ELEMENTS IN CATALOGUE HEADINGS
General rule
	Type of name
	Entry element
	Examples

	1.  Simple surname
	surname
	EMENANJO, Ernest

NWANKOBI, Martina

NWANKWO, Nkem

	2.  Compound surname
	first part of compound
	EKAEGBU-OHADOME, 

     Ismael Chukukere

	3.  Natural rulers
	usually surname.  The numbers may be attached to the surname or the title.
	ACHOLONU, Patrick, Igwe 

     of Orlu

NWOSU, Wilfred, Igbo III 

     of Amaigbo


5.  Ikwerre; Ogoni; Ijaw (Nembe) including Kalabari

Eastern Areas

NAME ELEMENTS
Elements normally forming part of a name
	Element
	Type
	Examples

	1.  Forename
	simple
	Awotua

Ojim

Tamuno

	2.  Surname
	simple
	Ofosu

Pepple

Timebi

	
	compound
	Reggie-Fubara

Saro-Wiwa

Tom-Manuel


Additional elements to names
	Element
	Use
	Examples

	1.  Prefixes (mainly in Ogoni and included in headings)
	with surname
	Ebi

	2.  Titles of natural rulers
	after a surname
	Ofongo, Inatimi Daniel

    Buo, the Amananawei of 

    Igbomontoru, Paramount 

    Ruler of West Boma Clan 


ORDER OF ELEMENTS IN CATALOGUE HEADINGS
General rule
	Type of name
	Entry element
	Examples

	1.  Simple surname
	surname
	TIMEBI, Awotua

	2.  Compound surname
	first part of compound
	REGGIE-FUBARA, Vicky

	3.  Surname with prefix
	prefix
	EBI, TIMITIMI

	4.  Natural rulers
	surname
	OFONGO, Inatimi Daniel

    Buo, the Amananawei of 

    Igbomontoru, Paramount 

    Ruler of West Boma Clan


6.  Efik; Ibibio






Eastern Areas
NAME ELEMENTS
Elements normally forming part of a name
	Element
	Type
	Examples

	1.  Forename
	simple
	Asuquo

Etim

Okon

Uwem

	2.  Surname
	simple
	Ekpenyong

Essien

Inyang

Ita

	
	compound
	Aniefiok-Mkpong

Inyang-Ema

Nkerre-Uwem

Ukpong-Essien


Additional elements to names
	Element
	Use
	Examples

	1.  Titles of natural rulers
	after a surname
	Ediden Eyo Ephraim-

    Adam, Obong of Calabar
Michael Udo Eka, Nsobom 

     of Uyo


ORDER OF ELEMENTS IN CATALOGUE HEADINGS
General rule
	Type of name
	Entry element
	Examples

	1.  Simple surname
	surname
	EKPENYONG, Ubong 

     Asuquo

	Note:  In this language group many people use the same word as the first forename and the surname.
	EFFIONG, Effiong Akpan

	2.  Compound surname
	first part of compound
	UKPONG-ESSIEN, 

     Akaninyene

	3.  Natural rulers
	usually under surname
	EPHRAIM-ADAM, 

     Edidem Eyo, Obong of 

     Calabar


7.  Hausa; Fulfulde






Northern Areas
NAME ELEMENTS
Elements normally forming part of a name
	Element
	Type
	Examples

	1.  Given name (this may become a forename if English customs are adopted)
	simple
	Abdulkadir

Adamu

Bashir

Musa

Sayed

	2.  Additional name (the last element may become the surname if English customs are adopted)
	simple
	Binji

Dikko

Ingawa

Suleiman

	3.  Surname
	compound
	Bukar-A

Kofar-Naisa

	4.  Shortened name (usually the given name)
	
	Abu (for Abubakar)

Aisha (for Aishetu)

Bala (for Balarabe)

Ramat (for Ramatu)

Umar (for Umara)


Additional elements to names
	Element
	Use
	Examples

	1.  Titles of natural rulers
	after the surname
	Ado Bayero, Emir of Kano
Ibrahim Dasuki, Sultan of 

     Sokoto

Shehu Idris, Emir of Zaria
Umaru Sanda Ndayako, 

     Etsu Nupe


ORDER OF ELEMENTS IN CATALOGUE HEADINGS
General rule
	Type of name
	Entry element
	Examples

	1.  Simple surname
	surname
	BINJI, Ibrahim

DIKKO, Sadiq

	2.  Compound surname
	first part of compound
	BUKAR-A, Shettima

	3.  Person primarily known by given name
	given name
	ADO BAYERO

AHMADU BELLO, Sir 

	4.  Additional name with prefix
	given name (prefix, i.e., Dan, appears in normal order)
	ABDULKADIR

ADAMA IBN ISHAW 

     DAN GAMBO

	5.  Titles of natural rulers, with or without honorific prefixes
	usually under name using one of the two styles described above
	ADO BAYERO, Emir of 

     Kano

IBRAHIM DASUKI, 

     Sultan of Sokoto

SHEHU IDRIS, Emir of 

     Zaria

UMARU SANDA 

     NDAYAKO, Etsu Nupe


8.  Tiv








Northern Areas
NAME ELEMENTS
Elements normally forming part of a name
	Element
	Type
	Examples

	A.  Traditional names
	
	

	1.  Single element
	simple
	Ayu

Denga

Saror

Tseayo

	B.  Names adopted according to English custom
	
	

	1.  Forename
	simple
	Austin

Joseph

	2.  Surname
	simple
	Kpera


Additional elements to names
	Element
	Use
	Examples

	1.  Distinguishing terms (especially in the case of single element names)
	after the name
	Tseayo the Tiv

	2.  Titles of natural rules
	after the name
	Alfred Akawe Torkula, Tor

     Tiv


ORDER OF ELEMENTS IN CATALOGUE HEADINGS
General rule
	Type of name
	Entry element
	Examples

	1.  Single element names
	name
	TSEAYO, the Tiv

	2.  Simple surnames (English custom)
	surname
	KPERA, Joseph Austin

	3.  Natural rulers
	name in whatever style adopted
	TORKULA, Alfred Akawe, 

     Tor Tiv


National cataloguing code

The Anglo-American cataloguing rules, 2nd Edition rev. 1998, Amendments 1993, are used.

National authority file of names


National Library Name Authority File.

Sources and recommended references

National bibliography of Nigeria (NBN). - Lagos : National Library of Nigeria, 1970-

Authority for information provided


National Library of Nigeria, Lagos.

= = =

Checked and approved by:  Mrs E. O. Igbosuah, Director, National Bibliographic Control Department, National Library of Nigeria, April 1995.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ifla.org/publications/statement-of-international-cataloguing-principles" ��http://www.ifla.org/publications/statement-of-international-cataloguing-principles�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ifla.org/node/4953" ��http://www.ifla.org/node/4953�






