IFLA Cataloguing Section  
Names of Persons  
Introduction:   
According to the International Cataloguing Principles (ICP)
 the Form of Name for Persons as an authorized access point should be constructed following a standard: "When the name of a person consists of several words, the choice of first word for the authorized access point should follow conventions of the country and language most associated with that person, as found in manifestations or reference sources". Thus, this set of documents summarizes the conventions for each country, established by each national cataloguing agency, to help other cataloguing agencies creating authority data worldwide. 

Please access IFLA Names of Persons
 to submit updates from your country and to access more information.   
Country name in English: Iceland

Country name in official language(s): Ísland

Languages in English: Icelandic

Language name in official language(s): Íslenka

Last update: 2010

NAME ELEMENTS
Elements normally forming part of a name
	Element
	Type
	Examples

	
	
	

	1.  Forename
	simple
	Guðrún
Snorri

	
	compound, i.e. first and second forename, not joined by a hyphen
	Ólafur Jóhann



	
	compound, i.e. first forename and first letter in the second forename, not joined by a hyphen
	Sigurður A.

	
	
	

	2.  Patronymic
	masculine, ending in -son
	Sigurðsson

	
	feminine, ending in -dóttir
	Jakobsdóttir

	
	
	

	3.  Family name
	simple
	Laxness

	
	
	

	4.  Place name
	preceded by a preposition
	frá Lundi

úr Kötlum

	
	
	

	Note:  Icelandic names may be formed as follows:
	

	Forename + patronymic
	Svava Jakobsdóttir

	First and second forename + patronymic
	Ólafur Jóhann Ólafsson

	First forename and first letter in the second forename + patronymic
	Sigurður A. Magnússon

	Forename + patronymic + family name
	Guðmundur Gíslason Hagalín

	Forename + family name
	Halldór Laxness

	Forename + preposition + place name
	Guðrún frá Lundi

	Forename + patronymic + preposition + place name
	Jón Jónsson frá Hvanná


ORDER OF ELEMENTS IN CATALOGUE HEADINGS
General rule
The traditional filing rules for Icelandic personal names are:

1st filing element --- First forename

2nd filing element --- Patronymic or family name 

3rd filing element --- Second forename 

Examples of search strings in name browsing: 

Svava Jakobsdóttir

Ólafur Ólafsson Jóhann

Sigurður Magnússon A.

Guðmundur Hagalín Gíslason

Halldór Laxness

Guðrún frá Lundi

Jón Jónsson frá Hvanná

	Type of name
	Entry element
	Examples

	
	
	

	Forename + patronymic
	1st filing element --- Forename

2nd filing element --- Patronymic 


	SVAVA Jakobsdóttir



	First and second forename + patronymic
	1st filing element --- First forename

2nd filing element --- Patronymic  

3rd filing element --- Second forename 


	ÓLAFUR Jóhann Ólafsson

	First forename and first letter in the second forename + patronymic
	1st filing element --- First forename

2nd filing element --- Patronymic  

3rd filing element --- First letter in the second forename 
	SIGURÐUR A. Magnússon

	Forename + patronymic + family name
	1st filing element --- Forename

2nd filing element --- Family name 

3rd filing element --- Patronymic


	GUDMUNDUR Gíslason 

     Hagalín

	Forename + family name
	1st filing element --- Forename

2nd filing element --- family name 


	HALLDÓR Laxness

	
	
	

	Forename + preposition + place name
	1st filing element --- Forename

2nd filing element --- Preposition
3rd filing element --- Place name 


	GUÐRÚN frá Lundi

	Forename + patronymic + preposition + place name
	1st filing element --- Forename

2nd filing element --- Patronymic  

3rd filing element --- Preposition
4th filing element --- Place name 


	JÓN Jónsson frá Hvanná

	
	
	


National cataloguing code

Anglo-American cataloguing rules, 2nd ed. rev., 2002. (AACR2)

Authorities responsible for issuing library rules about names

Skráningarráð Gegnis = The Cataloguing Committee of Gegnir, the online catalogue of The Consortium of Icelandic Libraries. 

National authority file of names

An authority file is under development and is part of the online catalogue Gegnir.
Sources and recommended references

Gegnir http://gegnir.is
Since 2003 The Icelandic national bibliography is included in the online catalogue Gegnir. 
Íslensk bókaskrá = Icelandic national bibliography. - Reykjavík : Landsbókasafn Íslands - Háskólabókasafn, 1975-2003.  ISSN 0254-1378.

Authority for information provided

Landsbókasafn Íslands – Háskólabókasafn = National and University Library of Iceland.
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Checked and approved by:  Hildur Gunnlaugsdóttir and Sigrún J. Marelsdóttir, National and University Library of Iceland, 2010.
�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ifla.org/publications/statement-of-international-cataloguing-principles" �http://www.ifla.org/publications/statement-of-international-cataloguing-principles�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ifla.org/node/4953" �http://www.ifla.org/node/4953�






